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This thesis deals with the impediments to marriage according to the canon law of the 
Catholic Church. Impediments to marriage are legal obstacles that prevent a sacrament of 
marriage from being performed validly and\or licitly. The thesis compares impediments to 
marriage under the 1917 Code of Canon Law, under the 1983 Code of Canon law and 1992 
Code of Canons of Eastern Churches. It also tries to emphasize the differences between the 
canon law and the Czech civil law regarding legal obstacles to valid marriage.  
Canon impediments to marriage can be classified in many different ways, into public or 
occult, permanent or temporary, absolute or relative etc. In regard to their origin, they can 
be either of divine or of ecclesiastical origin.  
This thesis tries to point out major differences between codes of canon law concerned.  
Under the 1917 Code of Canon Law impediment to marriage were divided into two groups in 
regard to their effect on the sacrament of marriage. According to this partition impediments 
were either diriment, which invalidated an attempted marriage, or impedient, which made a 
marriage illicit but valid. The 1983 Code of Canon Law and CCEO don’t divide impediments 
this way, the facts that cause an attempted marriage illicit but valid are not called 
impediments any more.  
Under the 1917 Code of Canon Law canon impediments to marriage applied to the 
marriages of all Christians (that means also to non- catholic Christians). According to the 
1983 Code of Canon Law and CCEO they apply only to the marriages of catholic Christians.  
The thesis describes 13 impediments to marriage in detail. All of them, excluding spiritual 
relationship, can be found in all three codes concerned. It is the impediment of age, physical 
capacity for consummation lacking, previous marriage, disparity of cult, sacred orders, 
perpetual vow of chastity, abduction, crimen, consanguinity, affinity, public propriety and 
adoption. The impediment of spiritual relationship applied in the Latin rite only until 1983 
and still applies in the eastern catholic Churches.  
In order to soften the canon law, some canonical impediments to marriage of ecclesiastical 
origin can be dispensed by the competent authority. According to the 1917 Code of Canon 
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Law the only competent authority was the Apostolic See. Under the 1983 Code of Canon Law 
and CCEO the power lies in the hands of the local ordinary in most cases, and only three 
impediments that are considered to be most serious can be dispensed only by the Pope. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
